Recruits Leaving Their Homes. 


Memorandum Prepared by a Distinguished Russian‘ 
Jurist for an Official of the State Department 
of the United States Tells How Bad It 
Has Been in the Past Few Years. 


By Herman Bernstein. | 


EVERAL weeks ago, when the Im- 
perial Duma was reopened, an in-| 
terpellation was introduced by the | 
Octobrist Party in the Russian’ 

Parliament calling for an investigation of 
the assassination of Premier Stolypin. 

M. Gutchkov, the former President of 
the Duma, in a humiliating speech, ad-' 
dressed Nisselovich, the Jewish Deputy, 
advising the Jews against participating 
in revolutionary activities. This same 
Gutchkov, the leader of the party which 
is supposed to uphold the manifesto of 
Oct. 17, 1905, when he was a candidate 
for the Duma several years ago, said in 
one of his pre-election speeches: 

“ Picture to yourself a stout, heavy 
gendarme, under him a Russian, under the 
Russian a Pole, under the Pole an Ar- 
menian, and so forth, and finally, be- 
neath them all, a Jew. 1t is natural that 
as he suffers more than the others the 
Jew should take a more active part in 
liberating himself.” 


The hopelessness of the Jew in Russia 
never stood out in darker relief than to- 
day. The reactionaries are making prop- 
aganda against the Jews in cynical, vul- 
gar, and brutal terms that would be con- 
demned in any well-regulated land. Proc- 
lamations and postcards are spread 
throughout the land, holding the entire 
Jewish race responsible for the assas- 
sination of Stolypin. 

One of these post cards bears in a cor- 
ner the photograph of the late Premier. 
The dates of his birth and his death are 
given. 

“Struck down by the bullet of a Jew- 
revolutionist.” explains the text. °° The 
criminal attempt upon the life of the 
most loyal and devoted servant of the 
Czar and the Fatherland was made on 
Sept. 1, 1911, in the presence of the mon- 
arch, at the City Theatre of Kiev. 

“Russian! Remember that this auda- 
cious crime was committed by a Jew-revo- 
lutionist. This crime removed from your 
Fatherland the most loyal, courageous 
national champion of the might and power 
of Russia. May the blood of the faith- 
ful sons of our Fatherland, shed by the 
hands of the Jewish revolutionists, fall as 
a curse upon the race which is accursed 
by the Lord and which, like destructive 
insects, eats away the governmental roots 
of the nation.” 

Such incendiary appeals are distributed 
eyerywhere in Russia, especially in the 
army. For such publications there is 
no censorship in Russia. 

But when Nisselovich, the Jewish Dep- 
uty in the Duma, on one occasion quoted 
Count Leo Tolstoy on the Jewish question, 
„he was hissed off the platform by the Re- 
actionaries. This is what Tolstoy said of 
the anti-Semites: 


“ Anti-Semitism is not an opinion: it is 
not a political conviction, nor a partisan 
view—it is a giddy condition, a wild pas- 
sien.” 

That Bogrov, an agent of the Russian 
secret police, was merely a tool in the 
remova: of Stolypin is now edmitted by | 
the Russian Government through the re- 
“tirement of the officials of the Secret 
Police Department who have been 
charged with conspiracy’against the life 
of the Premier. And yet when this ques- 
tion was brought up in the Duma it was 
Inuitediately turned into a Jewish ques- 
tion. The Government party în the 
Buma demanded that all the Jews be 
held responsible for the crime of Bogrov. 

New restrictions, new numiliations, ana 
new persecutions have been devised | 
against the Jews in Russia during the 
last few years. The IlIliodors, the Luto- 
clamsteys, the Purishkevichs, and the 
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Dubroving are the favorites of the Czar, 
and these mad monks and insane priests, 
“the clown.of the Duma,” ‘and the 
man who has .been charged with the 
murder- of Liberal. representatives of the 
people, are ruling -Russia and deciding 
the destinies of the nations constituting 
tne Russian Empire. 

Tnat Russia is pursuing a definite anti- 

Jewish policy, that the condition of the 
Jews in Russia is worse now than it ever 
was before will be.gathered from the fol- 
lcwing extracts taken from a memoran- 
durn on the Jewish question which was 
recently prepared by a distinguished Rus- 
sian ‘jurist for an official of the State 
Departrnent of the United States. 
. Whether the report has been submitted 
| to President Taft or to the State De- 
partment, or whether it has been sub- 
mitted at all, I do not know. But I can 
vouch for the correctness of the state- 
ments contained in the report. 

Here are the extracts: 

At the present time the condition of 
the Jews in Russia, from an economic as 
well as a political viewpoint, is such as 
it never was, even during the worst times. 
of Russian reaction in the corse of the 
former régime. | 

This may be explained, first of all, by 
the fact that until now the Russian Gov- | 
ernment was never supported in its anti- | 
Semitic policy ‘by any social groups. Not 
that there was a lack of anti-Semitic 
tendencies in Russia before. But there 
was no organ through which to express | 
these anti-Semitic tendencies. At the! 
present time such feelings are expressed 
through the extreme Right Party in the 
Imperial Duma. 

Not going into any detailed estimates 
of the political significance of this rather 
small group in the Duma, it is necessary 
to point out that its entire political pro- 
gramme, judging from its activities in 
the Duma and out, is concentrated in 
their efforts to lead up all political ques- 
tions to the Jewish question, for the pure 
pose of &4imming the real issues. 


Their tendcney is to discredit the new 
régime created by the manifesto of Oct. 
17, 1905, which is so abhorrent to the re- 
actionarles, and also to discredit the en- 
tire emancipation movement, which led 
to that inanifesto; to dim all new tenden- 
cies in Russian life, and to explain every- 
thing by the Jewish question. Unfortu- 
nately such methods apparently find en- 
couragemer.t in the proper spheres, and, 
therefcre, it may be noticed that when- 
ever some particularly important polit- 
ical issue arises the representatives of 
this extreme party push forth the Jewish 
question in rude manner. 

In other words, the Jewish question is | 
for this part of the Duma, a constant. 
means for diverting the attention of the | 
people from the real problems, and this | 
explains the furious and harsh attitdde 
toward the Jews. 

The more moderate groups in the! 
Duma, rot belonging to the oppositiona.! | 
parties, do not manifest any resistance. 
Not kecause the efforts of the extreme 
Right Party are in accordance with their 
lown ir.clinations, but because these moad- 
‘erate parties, prizing the opinion of the’ 
Government, do not want to be discredit- | 
‘ed with the suspicion that they are fa- 
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vorably inclined to the Jews, and are, 
ithereby betraying their national prin- 
ciples. 


Exerting no serious influence, the ex- 
treme Reactionary Party, composed of 
menl ers of the so-called Union of the 
Russian People, has taken unto itself the 
bahia question. Only in this matter the 
Reactionary Party meets with no resist- 
arce and carries on very freely a furious | 


anti-Semitic agitation, which threatens’ 


te end in serious dangers, such as the 
‘renewal of massacres. 


speaking of the Jewish question in Rus- 
sia as hopeless, in the sense that no im- 


spheres. The Jewish question is thus to- 
day aleo a method of counter-revolution, 
and therein, of course, lies the dangerous 
side of the whole affair. 

Rusgia’s policy toward the Jews may 
be characterized as a policy of ven- 
geance, and, therefore, it is not confined 
to any principles of justice or of law. 
Russian actualities bear witness to the 
fact that with regard to the Jews in 
Russia at the present time all bonds 
holding the base instincts of the mob in 
check have been destroyed, 
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One may hear the highest officials : 


picvernent can be made in the condition 
of the Jews, in view of the extreme anti- | 
Jewish bitterness existing in the highest | 


and that | 


‘Russian Jews Mourning the Destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. 


' there is no rational political idea in the 
i Government's attitude toward tne Jews. 
` If we take the events of recent times 
ias an example, the most characteristic 
| case is the campaign commenced by the 
i extreme Reactionary Party and their or- 
| gans of the press in connection with 
'the murder of the thirteen-year-old boy 
‘in Kiev. Notwithstanding the fact that 
ithe investigation did not bring out any 
| positive evidence in general, some time 
‘after the occurrence of the murder the 
| Jews were accused of having committed 
ithe crime for ritual purposes. 

It is characteristic that this agitation 
iwas started exactly at the time of the 
‘intense political moment, last March, 
' when the Imperial Duma was suddenly 
| closed, as a result of the conflict be- 
tween the Government and the Council 
of the Empire, on account of the Na- 
tionalist question. Without any resist- 
ance or explanations on the part of the 
Government, this agitation is continued 
to this day, and is intended to prepare 
| for anti-Jewish outbreaks. . 

The Government is never afraid to come 
out against any parties in the Duma, 
no matter what questions may be in- 
‘volved; but in the domain of the Jewish 
‘question, an insignificant group, acting 
| like rude agitators, meets the obedient 
attention, of the Government. To please 


| 


this group of people, the Government per- 
mits the most glaring violations of the 
law with regard to the rights of tne 
Jews. 

There is another psychological explana- 
tion. After the great shock, which Rus- 
sian public opinion experienced in 1905, it 
was natural that there should be a re- 
action which needed some kind of an 
explanation. The Tews proved to be a 
convenient object for the politically un- 
ripe Russian mind, by which the reaction 
and the shock wefe explained. 


The entire Russian revolution, or rather 
the so-called revolution, was therefore 
defined as a Jewish revolution. This 
tendency is growing. and every adminis- 
trator desiring to distinguish himself in 
any way is trying his skill chiefly in 
devising new ways of oppressing the Jews. 

The Jews of Russia have never before 
served as scapegoats in the manner in 
which they are now being used. 

Passing over to an estimate of the 
economic and political condition of the 
Jews it is necessary to point out that 
economically the Jews are at the present 
time in a state of extreme distress. It 
must be first of all understood that the 
generally accepted supposition thatthe 
Jews can freely move within the limits of 
the Pale of Settlement—that is, the fif- 
teen provinces in Russia and the ten 
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from a rural district brings with it the 
loss of a man's rights to return to that 
district. 


On numerous cecasions the Jews į 


who left certain rural districts for the j 


purpose of serving in the army forfeited 
their rights to return home at the end 
of their. service. Daughters given In 
marriage to Jews who lived elsewhere, 
thereby forfeit their rights 
home, and thus, a daughter, even though 
she is widowed or divorced, after a little 
while, is not permitted to return to the 
home of her parents in the rural dis- 
tricts. 

Being unable to widen the scope of 
their economic activities in the cities and 
smaller towns, Where campecition is keen, 
the earnings of the Jews reach the low- 
est mark. The Jewish masses in the Pale 
of Settlemcnt sare physically exhausted 
as a result of constant insufficiency of 
food. 

Statistical investigation shows tnat the 
average carning ar a family of five in the 
average small town is 12 rubles ($8) per 
month. Jewish artisans, constituting one- 
sixth of the population there, are unable 
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to perfect themgelves in their various ; 


trades, because they are compelled by 
keen competition to limit themselves to 
the minimum earnings, and thus deprive 
themselves of the opportunity to make 
use of the more perfected conditions of 
their trades. Jewish children at the age 
of 14 are compelled by economic condi- 
tions to work, and, therefore, they must 
leave school, working for one ruble a 
week to earn their subsistence. 

It is often pointed out as a symptom 
of the great influence of the Jews in com- 
merce, outside of the Pale of Settlement, 
that the number of Jewish merchants of 
the First Guild is very great there. But 
this fact merely shows that so many 
people are Duying a high tax for their 
right to live there. 

A merchant often vives half of his earn- 
ings to the Government, simply tu be 
gueranteed in his right to reside outside 
of the Pale of Settlement. The great 
number of Jewish merchants cf the First 
Guild {s explained, 
commercial interests, but by thelr need to 
buy the rights of domicile, and is not a 
symptom of thelr prosperity. On the con- 
trary, it shows that they are unable to 
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provinces in Russian Foland—is entirely! 
wrong. 

In the fifteen provinces of the Pale of 
Settlement the Jews are allowed to settle 
only in cities and smaller towns, and only 
special groups of Jews, those who had 

| settled there before 1882. are allowed to 
live in rural districts.‘ The right to live 
in a certain place depends upon the whims 
of the local authorities. | 

This of course serves as & source of 

constant alarm and fear; not to incur the 
displeasure of the local authorities they 
must be constantly bribed., It is of course 
clear that this form of freedom to live 
beyond the boundaries of the cities and 
the small towns cannot be called fregdom. 

Besides, a smaller town may be changed 
for some reason into a village, and this 
leads to the expulsion. of the Jews from 
such town. Such changes of late haye 
caused mucn alarm to the Jews, and 
have been a source, of income to the po- 
lice. ee: i N a 

adt can hardly be said that the Jews 
‘enjoy.-thesli tyzto;moye. from place to 
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facconiplish anything because of the ex- 
orbitant taxes imposed upon them. 

The railroads, which play an important 
réle in our budget, are inaccessible to the 
Jews. Not only are Jews not employed 
in any capacity by the Government rail- 
roads, but they are not allowed to be em- 
ployed even by the private railroads. 
There is not a single Jew connected with 
| the railroad department in Russia to-day. 
The small number of engineers who 
worked for the department have now been 
removed by the order of the Government. 

The Jews do not participate in the slight- 
est degree in the wine or liquor business 
in the Russian Empire. They are not 
permitted to sell any liquor. They are not 
allowed to. work in the Government dis- 
tilleries. And, in most places, they are 
' not permitted.to cart these Government 
products. l 
‘Not a single Jew in Russia is employed 
by the Postal Department. Jews are nol 
allowed to hold any municipal position, 
nor are they at present’ permitted to do 
clerical work in city hospitals. 

Recently the Ministry of the Interior 
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‘hag gorbidden the employment of J ewish | 


physicians in hospitals. Until recently 
there was a well-known and highly Te- 
spected Jew employed in the Central De- 
partment of the Ministry of Justice, and 
another Jew, having served for thirty- 
four years in the Department of Justice, 
was a Judge in the City of Saratov. Both 
these men were compelled to retire not 
long ago by order of the Minister of Jus- 
tice. 

Jews are also not allowed to enter the 
profession of law. The Jews have been 
deprived of using their ability and knowl- 
edge: Jews are not permitted to teach 
in schools or universities. Special circu- 
lars are aiso being issued by the Depart- 
ment of Education ordering a strict sure 
veillance over Jewish students who are 
giving private lessons to Jewish children 

In a word, the Government has adopted 
ail measures to make the trades and pro- 
fessions inaccessible to the Jews. 

The Government, through its represent- 
atives, does not conceal in interviews with 
various people its attitude toward the 
Jewish question. It is quite customary 
for such representatives to say that it is 
necessary to make an end of the Jaws; 
that it is necessary to get rid of the Jews. 

All efforts of the Government are di- 
rected toward increasing Jewish emigra- 
tion. All efforts made by Jewish organi- 
zations to help in improving the economic 
condition of the Jews in Russia are met 
with dissatisfaction on the part of the 
‘local anc central authorities. . 

The best proof of this may be seen in 
the case of the Russian Government's at- 
'titude toward the Jewish Colonization As- 
sociation, which was established by the 
‘late Baron de Hirsch for the purpose of 
| colonizing the Jews in South America and 
relleving the material condition of ths 
Jews in the Eastern countries. This or- 
ganization has been doing its work in 
Russia by permission of the Government. 
With the aid of this organization. a Jews 
ish agricultural colony was established in 
Argentina. 

When Baron de-Hirsch died the means 
of this society made it possible for it 
to rencer material assistance to the Jews 
in Russia, and the Central Committee, 
with the knowledge of the Government, 
aided in the development of agrictltural 
work among the Jews, also supportiny 
trade schools and giving relief to the 
| most needy members in the smaller com- 
munities. 

Recently the Ministry of the Interior is- 
sued an order by which the Jewish Colon.- 
zation Association is compelled to diseon- 
tinue its charitable activities, ard the 
reason given by the Ministry of the In- 
terior is that the Jewish Colonization As- 
sociation has the right to help emigra- 
tion only, and therefore cannot be per- 
mitted to relieve the condition of the Jews 
in Russia. 

Russian actualities show daily that the 
policy of vengeance is resumed by the 
Russian Government. If we add to this 
that the nationalistic feelings in Govern- 
mental circles and in the Imperial Duma 
are growing, that these feelings find 
expression in the open efforts to crush 
all other nationalities, and first of all 
the Jews as a portion of population rep- 
resenting the line of least resistance, it 
will become clear that no changes can 
be expected in the condition of the Jews 
in Russia unless new repressions are in- 
troduced, for measures of justice or of 
law are not applied to the Jewish people 
in Russia. 

Russia's position at the present time is 
such that she is unable to get along with- 
out inciting the Russian population 
against the other nationalities, particular- 
ly the Jews. If there had been no Jowish 
question in Russia before it was neces- 
gary to invent it. The Jewish question 
has always served as a lightning rod. 

The sincerity of the Government in this 
respect is sufficiently characterized in its 
attitude toward the Jewish question in 
1908-1907, as compared with its present 
attitude, although no changes have taken 
place in governmental spheres. In 1006 
the Council of Ministers, in a special 
memoranduin prepared for the Czar, 
pointed out the extreme degree of eco- 
nomic exhaustion of tle Jews, but now 
this same Government is prohibiting the 
Jewisn Colonization Association from 

| rendering any material aid to the Jew- 


ish masses. 
In 1906 the Russian Government rec- 


ognized the necessity of removing the 
disabilities of the Jews with regard to 
commerce and the industries, in view of- 
the fact that Russia would benefit from 
ach a change; now this same Govern- 
ment is seizing every opportunity to fur- 
ther restrict the rights of the Jews, so 
| far as the industrial and commercial life 
‘of the country is concerned. 

' Thus, it must be stated that the as- 
sertions frequently made to the effect 
that nothing has been changed with re- 
gard to the Jewish question in Russia 
are untrue, and are intended for the pur- 
poze of conveying wrong impressions to 
those not familiar with conditions in 
Russia. 

The Russian Government, aside from 
the restrictive laws now in existence, has 
numerous other methods by which it in- 
tensifies the oppression of the Jews, and 
by which it is making the 6,000,000 Jews 
a people economically exhausted—a peo- 
ple without any rights at all. 

Instances of lawlessness are too nu- 
merous to be related here.. Recently the 
Governor of Nizhni-Novgorod summoned 
the jocal rabbi and told him that if any 
letters signed by Jews appeared in the 
liberal newspaper Retch, (the organ of.. 
the Constitutional Democrats,) criticising. 
anything in that province, the Governor.. 
would banish fifty Jews for every cor-, 
respondence. This is but one of the ex. 
amples of lawlessnéss which is reigning’: 
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